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ABSTRACT

Houstonia longijolia ( .acn n. car tcnuijolnt (Nutt.) A. Wood was included in the

checklist of the vascular plants of Texas by Jones et al. (1997). Its inclusion ap-

pears based upon the citation by Hatch et al. (1990) of Hcdyotis nuttalliana

Fosberg as occurring in tin Piueywoods, Cud Prairies and Maisln ( cos Inn

bersand Prairies, and Fd wards Plateau vegetational areas ol t he state. In a mono-

graph of the gen us. Terrell ( l99o) n i both Houslom longijolia var. le/mi/uli

(Nutt.) A. Woodand llcd\<ni nuttaUianan mum-mi )!'
/ loustonia /mi ijolnt

He further comments (p. 67) that Houstonia longifolia is "quite variable and wide

ranging, and by far die most difficult species in I lie genus." I Utimately he con-

cludes that the on I v reasonable taxonomic solution is not to recognize varieties

or subspecies. Inslead. Terrell recognizes "population groups. The uAwrk

Ouachita Group" ol Housltuito longijolia is known born southeast Oklahoma

and southwest Ark ansa bandy 20 km north ol !< \;i 1 lie Tenuifolia Group"

(formerly H. longijolia \.\\ A naijoha) i irnted ^ • dmg to Terrell, to west

Florida and cent re I VI. ib mi i rh. wiweid lo mi ; uul \\< iVutani.i

The plant referred to by Jones et al. (1997) and Hatch et al. (1990) is, under

Terrell's (f996)classi I icatioi e Houstonia I ongifol up how ever, this species has not

previously been found in Texas (Terrell 1996). At this time the identity of the

plant or plants referred to by Hatch et al. (1990) and Jones et al. (1997) is not

clear, but is most likely St c nana nigricans {Lam.) Terrell var. nigricans a species

widely distributed in Texas The collection is the first validation of Houstonia

/mi! i/o/m ii mi k \a

Specimens cited:TEXAS.Red River Co.: Wside of ranyard Creek,0.i i mi Nl i >1 Woodland Cemetery,

1.2 miNEofWoodland.it jet III I ,n I H y 4 10, 19 May lW),S/ni5 'fA(BAYLU,TEX,U5).

The specimens were collected I torn a think' wooded hardwood Area dominated



by Querent alba L, Q. shumardii Buckl.. Q. muhlenber
:
>n F.nglem. (Fagaceae),

Carva tomcnlosa (Poir.) Null.
(

luglandaccac I. and a. lew scattered trees of Acer

.sciix/uinmim L (Aceraceac). The site ischaraetenzed by an 8-20% slope witha

sparcenessof vegetation. Isolated clumpsof //on.sNxim /o/i^i/o/id were growing

on a steep bluff overhang above lanyard ("reek and among sandstone outcrops

on the slope.

Houstonia lon^ifolia is a perennial, sometimes with a basal rosette during

flowering, and a height oi up to 45 cm. Other than II. purpurea, all east Texas

Houstonia species are annual lack basal rosettes at I lowering, and are of con-

side i ably shoiiei height (up to I 'wan. bill generally less 1 ban 10 em). Houstonia

purpurea, known in Texas only from Newton Co. (Terrell 1996), while similar

to H. longijolia, is distinguished b\ u broader median eauline leaves. A similar

species is Houstonia ouaclutana (H.B.Smith) Terrell o{ southwest Arkansas and

southeast Oklahoma. I hat species is distinguished b\ the densely pilose hairs

on the inner surfaces oi the corolla. I hese bans are 03 1.2(-1.8) mm, while the

inner corolla surfaces o\ l-iouston'ui Initgi/n/iu arc glabrous or with hairs less

than 0.5 mmlong (Terrell 1996).
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